Autoimmune disorders complicating adolescent Hodgkin's disease.
Four adolescents with Hodgkin's disease also developed autoimmune diseases. There were two idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura (ITP), one polymyositis, and one scleroderma. The first two patients developed ITP in the absence of a spleen, and with their Hodgkin's disease in remission. The first patient with Hodgkin's disease has been continuously free of cancer for over five years. The second patient was a 17-year-old male whoe Hodgkin's disease recurred, but whose disease was in remission at the time the ITP occurred. The polymyositis occurred in an 18-year-old youth when he was in his initial remission for his Hodgkin's disease, but his disease subsequently recurred two years later. This youth presented with Coombs positive autoimmune hemolytic anemia. The polymyositis did not respond to therapy, and he is left with severe muscle wasting and weakness; however, the polymyositis is now quiescent. The scleroderma occurred in an 18-year-old female who had been continuously free of Hodgkin's disease for eight years. The scleroderma did not respond to drug therapy and she now has moderate skin changes, but remains in continuous remission of her Hodgkin's disease. Although there are a few reports of Hodgkin's disease and concurrent autoimmune disorders, physicians dealing with cancer in adolescents should be aware of this association.